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Village Hall Trustees Chairman Peter Shorrock looks pleased as Punch - Find out why inside
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EDITORIAL

THE CHRONICLE
lssue 339

February 2014

Ding Dong over the Dung Heap.

Quite an eye catching start to the editorial I thought. Obviously the burning issue in the village at the moment,
well at least for those who know or care about it. Will the village be rent asunder by the pro and anti-factions?

Will the Royal Qak introduce separate bars for the supporters and opponents? (It’ll make the 6.30 club
interesting) and will the various alliances tear the Gnomes apart?

Well I'm pleased to say all very good natured so far in typical Aston Abbotts tradition (Bucks Herald take note)
and let’s face it a good source of material for several editions of the Chronicle. Yes the local press have got
involved despite the parties involved, including your Editor, trying to dissuade them, it must have been a very

slow news week. Even our village regular on national radio, Simon Guy, was surprised to find himself being
door stepped by the Herald. '

I hope this continues as a rich vein of village humour, especially as I sit here every month thinking what the hell
can I write about this time.

Anyway onto other matters:

Can we rely on Dave Lewis to disgrace himself so that Phil Spooner can put a back page together? Probably, and
to think he pays a premium to feature on the back page! Hopefully as he approaches 60, or by the time you read
this has reached 60, he’ll continue to do so. We may even run a series of favourite back pages, well it’ll fill some
space. We may even tell you the truth behind the stories.

Following the recent press intrusion, a respected Parish Councillor, well RGC, has suggested that we have a mole

in the village. I don’t know about that but there’s a plague of them in my garden. Short of starting a gardening
column any suggestions?

At the time of writing the fete continues to be in crisis and looks unlikely to happen this year, see article inside
by Diedre Whyte. When you read the notes of the Village Hall meeting and the generous offer that has been

made by the Astonbury committee you realise how important these fund raising events are to the village. So
come on somebody and take it on this year.

I'm pleased to say that the letters page has been expanded, although with a degree on anonymity. Although I do

know or suspect the authors, and also suspect there may be some mischief afoot, but you send them in and I'll
print them.

Finally continued thanks to Phil Spooner for getting your Luddite Editor out of the dung at regular intervals.

Phil Corrigan
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Snippets & Miscellanea

Royal Oak News

Guest beers for February

Doom Bar
Fuilers London Pride

Bass

Valentines night
Special menu

See in pub for details.

I fear we have reverted to the 1970s when we got used to
organisations such as the IRA, PLO, SLA, WARA etc., but now
we have BASH, SODALL & SAD.

A prize for anybody who can identify SLA and their most
famous member.

Welcome to Richard & Naomi Stuart who have just
moved into 55 The Green

For what it’s worth, I think the dungheap may
contain a pumpkin!

Watch out for next autumns competitions.

I suspect subterfuge from Messrs Guy &
Bush to dethrone Tony Hinds.

Royal British Legion

Wingrave and District Branch

There will be an ordinary general meeting at 8pm on
Wednesday 12™ February at the Rose and Crown in
Wingrave,

All members or other interested people are welcome.
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T THE ROYAL OAK
ASTON ABBOTTS

| 17th Century Thatched Inn

! o
i

] COME ANDTRY THENEW MENU

LY AN

) el STARTERS
Salt & Petter chilli squid & dressed leaves
Smoked Haddock & spring onion fishcakes & homemade
tartare sauce
Goats cheese & caramelised onion tart
Feta & Olive salad
Field mushroom stuffed with goats cheese on garlic toast
Homemade soup of the day with crusty bread
MAINS
Ribeye steak garni
1kg Moules mariniere on wholegrain mustard mash with
pancetta & onion gravy
Oven roasted lamb rump served with dauphinoise
potatoes,mint jus
Tagliatelle with olives, sun dried tomatoes, pesto &
mozzarella served with garlic ciabatta
Pan roasted Gressingham duck breast, braised red cabbage
& apple, garlic saute potatoes & cider jus
Beer battered cod, hand cut chips & minted mushy peas
served with homemade tartare sauce

PHONE : 01296 681 262
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Around the Parish

I have been told that the Chronicle needs all the support it can get and in particular more articles. I will therefore
try and conjure up something about the countryside around our village.

I write on January 14% and, so far what a mild winter we are having, mild and, in general an easy winter for
wildlife. The bird activity around the village has been amazing and the Rooks have even taken to coming back
to their nests and are beginning to rebuild for the spring. Cock Pheasants too have been fighting and preparing to
attract the Harem of hen birds with whom they fancy breeding. Both these birds are a month early in their
thoughts of spring.

The mild winter with plenty of food both in the hedgerows and birdfeeders has, I'm sure, so far resulted in many
less deaths in the small bird population. There are still loads of apples some trees, food aplenty here.

I've seen nothing rare in the bird world but I regularly see the most beautiful cock Bultfinch as colourfuf as any
exotic parrot.

It’s been a long time since I saw a Kestrel, the only British bird that can truly hover when hunting mice. I am not
surprised, many years ago I forecast that the Kestrel would suffer from the ‘introduction’ of the Red Kite. All
birds are afraid of a bigger bird flying above them and Kestrels cannot concentrate on hovering with Red Kites
floating above them, no hovering no food.

One big change in the wild animal life of the Parish is the low numbers of rabbits that I see. I'm not surprised at
this change, after all the great increase in predators shows itself in many ways. Young rabbits have a job to
survive with all the extra Buzzards, Kites and Badgers roaming the fields looking for a meal.

How many out of season flowers have you seen?

Dandelions and Daises are quite common in the fields at present, but the first prize in unseasonal behaviour goes
to Kate and Peter Curry’s hedge alongside Norduck Drive, there are fresh green leaves and bursting buds all
along the hedges length and one bush is pretty well in leaf — 14t January!

Keep your eyes open as you walk about it’s all there for you to see.

Peter Knight
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Benham &»\X/illiams

b Accountants and Busiess Advisors

Offering a friendly, independent and professional
service for all your business, accountancy and
taxation matters.

i

Preparation of accounts for
businesses of all sizes

Tax Returns for individuals,
businesses and Companies

Business start-ups
Payroll bureau

Book keeping and VAT Returns

For anoobilgaton e

metish mreting to discuss yaur
requiremunzs centact Paut Benham on 01296 678581

Midshires House, Midshires Business Park,
Smeaton Close, Aylesbury, HP19 BHL

® Accguntancy ¢ 8

start-up » Baxsi
ion » Estate pt

\,:0(‘
- Beres
g ¢

pany secretarial o
® Personal

taxation ®

DESIGN SERVICES

o HOUSE EXTENSIONS

o LOFT CONVERSIONS

o 'PLANNING AND BUILDING
REGULATIONS

o NEW BUILD DEVELOPMENT

David Rowe Dip Surv MCIOB
Tel : 01296 682529 Mob : 07867 977 575

ARCHITECTURAL & TECHNICAL

FROM SCHEME DESIGN TO COMPLETION
NO OBLIGATION FIRST CONSULATION

Painting &

Decorating

Service's

Free Quote’s:

Please Call: Adrian

Tel: 01296 688429

Mobile: 07986 597013
bystra@btinternet.com

www.ambdecorate.co.uk
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Very Important Page

YOUR FETE NEEDS YOU

Sadly, there has been no response to the appeals for a Co-ordinator for this
year's village Fete which should take place on Sat 26 July. It is a possibility
therefore that the Fete may not take place.

The Fete is not only an important village social event but also provides much
needed funds for the Church, Chronicle, Recreation Ground and other village
causes. As we are now the proud owners of the Village Hall these funds are more
vital than ever.

The duties of the Co-ordinator are really not too onerous as: the Fete tends to
follow a well-established pattern, the Fete Committee meet regularly and shares
the load and I would, of course, provide help and support throughout the next
few months. As previously mentioned, the standing attractions of the Silver
Band, Morris Men and Children’s rides are already booked so, aside from some
Committee meetings there is really not a lot more for the Co-ordinator to do
unti} July.

You don't need any local knowledge so if you are new to the village what better
way to get involved and meet lots of lovely people! The role could also be
shared so talk to your spouses, partners, mates and drinking buddies.

If you would like any further information please contact me for a chat - in
strictest confidence and with no obligation - so don't be afraid to pick up the
phone. I promise at least one glass of wine. ( I might enquire just for the wine Ed)

Come on Aston Abbotts.
Your Fete needs you.

Deirdre Whyte

14 Bricstock

01296-681685

07980067967
deirdreawhyte@hotmail. co uk
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Get free tickets to see "Spirit in Motion" - Heritage Flame
Celebration

A celebratory event for Stoke Mandeville, the birthplace of the Paralympic Movement and Heritage Flame, ahead
of the Winter Paralympic Games in Sochi, Russia.
Sunday 2 March, 7.30pm >

at Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

The extraordinary story of the birth of the Paralympic movement at Stoke Mandeville will come to life in this unique
event, which brings together leading Paralympic athletes, film, visual arts, live music and performance.

This is a “not to be missed” opportunity to see aerial circus performers from the 2012 Paralympic Opening Ceremony as

well as inspiring past and future athletes, together with a very special performance by Andrea Begley, winner of BBC
One’s “The Voice”.

Hosted by disabled actor Ben Owen Jones, whose appearances include the BBC’s dramatization of the story of Dr.
Ludwig Guttmann, the event will also feature visual artist Rachel Gadsden and, soprano Denise Leigh.

The Sochi Paralympic Torch will also make a special appearance at the event. This will be lit the day before at the flame
lighting ceremony at Stoke Mandeville Stadium, a pilot event for how the Paralympic Heritage Flame will link Stoke
Mandeville to all future summer and winter Paralympic Games. The Ceremony will be broadcast to a global TV audience
as part of the Paralympic Games Opening Ceremony in Russia and will be witnessed live by a small audience of
intemnational, national and local community guests.

How to apply for tickets

Tickets to the event are free via a ballot which can be entered by anyone who lives or works in Aylesbury Vale. The ballot

will close at midnight on Sunday 16 February and you will be notified if you have been successful by Tuesday 18
Febmary A ballot of tickets for disabled people is also taking place.

For more information about the event or to enter the ballots visit www buckslegacy.org.
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Village Matters

WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY
Sunday 2™ Rambling Club meet at Wobumn
Evensong St James Church
Wednesday 5% PCC Meeting Village Hall
Thursday 6* Coffee Shop Village Hall
Thursday 13% Coffee Shop Village Hall
Bingo Village Hall
Friday 14% St Valentine’s Day
Tuesday 18% Mobile Library The Green
(Use it or lose it)
Thursday 20% Coffee Shop Village Hall
Whist Drive Village Hall
Thursday 27% Coffee Shop Village Hall
Sunday 1* March ~ Rambling Club meet at Rushmere
Evensong St James

2pm

7.30pm

10am
10am

7.30pm

10.30am

10am

7.30pm

10am

2pm
6pm

More players needed to support whist drives which have been going for 75 years.

Church Duties

18t
Sth
15t
22nd

February
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Cleaning Flowers

Caroline / Colin Ann

Ann/ Gordon Anita

Alex / Anita Anita

Colin/ Gay Donated
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Get The Whole Job Done

No more juggling workmen...
| can do the lot (and juggle too!)

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Floors,
Doors, Shelves, Tiling, Fitted
wardrobes, Plumbing,

Just ask for a free estimate call

Chris Dowell
(01525) 270701

Maintenance, Small Building Work.

Anything considered. \ |

Chesham Preparatory School

independent education for boys and girls aged 3 to 13

Tel 01494 782619 | www.cheshamprep.co.uk
Email registrar@cheshamprep.co.uk

Two Dells Lane, Chesham, Buckinghamshire HP5 3QF

Electrical
7 Contractors
T L

Replacement of old fuse boxes
Additional sockets and lights
Outdoor supplies to sheds, garages,
ponds etc
Replacement of faulty fittings
Storage heater replacement
Electrical wiring faults
Landlords’ electrical inspections
Free estimates
Part P approved electrician

NN . Contact Dean
-~ 01296 -712776
~ 07794 - 510980
N dean4832@aol.com

Traditional

The Bblmore Centre,
Btoke Mandeville, HP21 9DR
\vaO'htmsn'bs upto 9pm p

Penny Upchurch LicAc , MBACC
{Established for 22 years)

Home visits from £40

Phone to discuss: 01206 682464
or Mobile: 07799583767

- Checkout my Testimonials -
www.pennyupchurch.com

e-mail - tashipenny@upchurch.biz
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Letters Page

More on the dung heap and The Gossip column seems to be raising interest, although I suspect a
conspiracy.

MUCK SLINGING

One of many tasks I undertake as Treasurer of the Aston Abbotts PCC is to gather the rents from Allotment
Holders each year. Along with this comes responsibility for maintenance of the area as the Allotments are on
Church land.

‘When the Orchard was laid out the Allotment area was enlarged and where the Allotment Holders used to have
their muck-heap is now part of someone’s Allotment. Although neither I nor the Orchard Committee was
consulted last year the Allotment Holders decided they would get their muck delivered to a new site just inside
the Orchard gate and it has remained there for several months.

I attended the Village Orchard Annual meeting in December and was not surprised that the committee asked
for the muck-heap to be removed [see article in Dec. Chronicle (page 17)]. When I wrote to remind Allotment
Holders that their rent was due in January this year I asked them to do what they usually do and use the muck
on their allotments in the Spring. In this way the somewhat unsightly heap would be gone by the time villagers
were likely to start visiting the Orchard.

Having talked to the Equestrian fraternity who have on occasion had to pay to get the by-products of their
horses removed, I am working on a solution that should keep everybody happy (mission impossible?). The
muck has to ‘mature’ before it can be used on the land. If this can happen ‘at source’ rather than adjacent to the
Allotments then we can arrange for the matured muck to be delivered to the Allotments in February/March
provided it is all transferred to their plots by Easter.

The only problem is where to put the manure between delivery and being used by Allotment Holders to
“improve the excellence of their produce”. If this period is short (no more than a week or two) then could we
not put it on the grass verge adjacent to the road next to the main gate? If this is unacceptable then I would
look to one of the Allotment Holders with a plot adjacent to the main path to allow part of their plot to be used
as a temporary muck heap. Or has anyone else got a better idea which would be to the benefit of all villagers?

David Gray PCC Treasurer

On behalf of BASH (Ban All Steaming Heaps), only joking chaps!
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When you instruct us we will donate
to a local charity, school, youth club or church group
the day the related sale completes or tenancy begins

 Instructusto
market your
~ property we *\1 !
 gonate £100°%0 o
~ your chosen chanty

| or community grouP

hartWé“pérmership.co,uk '

SUBJECT 10

01296 688889____

Our business is built on
he support of Hhe local
communities in which we work.
We ru\“g appreciate
Hhis support and in
vedurn v like 4o give

AYLESBURY something back. WING

(5)31162596 710200 01296 688889
Lettings WINSLOW
01296 710202 01296 714081

www.hartwellpartnership.co.uk
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More Letters

Dear Editor
This letter from a spokesman of SAD, ‘Save All Dungheaps’ has been removed at the request of the author.

Dear Ed

I'am writing to complain about the woeful lack of content in the recent editions of the village rag The Chronicle. (You
should try writing it, Ed)

I don’t pay for this free magazine every four weeks only to find that it contains no gossip whatsoever. What has happened
to this ‘Alison’ person? Surely in a village of this size, (taking into account Xmas, New Year, dung heaps and alcohol)
there must have been some scandal to report.

Also, whilst [ am on the typewriter, I would like to see a return of the ‘Birthdays’. I understand that several people have
had significant birthdays in January which appear to have been totally ignored. As yours (Ed) is among them I can only
assume that this is deliberate.

I'would be grateful for your comments.

Yours etc. Disgusted from Tunbridge Wells.

Ed replies:
Firstly Zandy and Marissa are doing a fabulous job with the distribution if it’s getting as far as Tunbridge Wells.

Yes given the season, an alarming lack of gossip from our regular correspondent. Where is she? Is she suffering alcohol
induced memory loss? Has she taken a vow of silence? Does she feature in most of the gossip? We need to be told.

Yes Iunderstand that a certain Mr D Lewis (Purveyor of TVs to the Gentry) attained the age of 60 in January. Being
pedantic, as my, possibly significant birthday, is actually in February, your comment does not apply. But to anybody in
the village please feel free to buy me a drink to mark the occasion throughout the month of February.

Dear Sir,

Although I am very new to the village, (I'm guessing 30 years Ed) I have noticed that the so called ALISON’S GOSSIP
column has disappeared from the Chronicle.

Quite right too in my opinion!
It was rather a waste of space because I did note that it contained hardly any of the real gossip that goes on in the village.
I found out so much more just by going to the Coffee Morning and the Book Club. (more clues there Ed)

Coming from outside into such a small community it is important, particularly for us girls, to know what is really going
on and who are the people to avoid. I really couldn’t believe the acrimony and upset seemed caused by some people’s
actions.

So, let’s have some real facts about the village so we newcomers can understand all the undercurrents and the fatwas and
avoid talking to the wrong people.

Name and Address supplied
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ITG Motor Engineers
Aston Abbotts
For all servicing, repairs
(and the odd sales) of
cars, vans & motorcycles.

All MOT work undertaken

(I can also take your vehicle for an MOT
too)

Free collection &

delivery
within 10 miles of Aston Abbotts
I'm friendly, reliable & conscientious
and
have 30 years experience in the trade|
and
I don't charge extortionate rates.

Please give me a try,
call Richard Upton, on
0776 966 8672

.
S .;f.'
Y S & s »
e ey "
4

.’ K rE - J . \ . !
- I’ e lake pude in your hame
! ‘
Are you looking for a cleaning service that will surpass your expectations?

Let us clean your house, the way you want it cleaned, freeing you up for the more
important things in life.

o Visits tailored to your individual ¢ Police checked
needs.

e Fully insured
* zf 2%;;;&2:': to ensure custom- Specialist Services available for:

o Choose from weekly, fortnightly, ¢ Carpets, curtains and upholstery

monthly or one off spring cleans. ¢ Ovens.

o Stewkley based, reliable service. o Drives, Patios and Decking

We're here to help and look forward to your call.

Tel: 01525 240512 Mob: 07850 540393
Email: info@exquisitecleaning.co.uk Wi exquisitecleaning.co.uk
February
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VILLAGE HALL MEETING

Around 40 people attended a celebratory meeting in the Village Hall on Sunday 12th January. The meeting was held to
celebrate the granting of a lease for the Hall and also to allow the Village Hall Trustees to present their initial thoughts for
the renovation of the Hall.

The Village Hall - formerly the Church Room - was built in the late nineteenth century and, although small, has always
been Aston Abbotts’ main venue for holding village events. Over the years it has played host to shows, cabarets, Parish
Council meetings, Toddlers Groups, Whist, Bingo, Coffee Mornings, discos, a weekly shop, private parties and many
more functions. In recent years it has become slightly less used as its condition deteriorated and its aged facilities became
less fit for purpose.

For many years some villagers have wanted to update the hall and create a better environment for the various groups who
use it. The stumbling block has always been ownership of the building. The Church, the hall's owners, were unable to
afford to invest in its infrastructure and villagers did not want to put money into the property without some form of
safeguard as to its ongoing use and availability.

After fifteen years of wrangling and interminable delays the issue was finally resolved in 2013 when a group of Village
Hall Trustees led by Chairman Peter Shorrock were able to complete a lease with the Church's 1egal representatives. This
guarantees the availability of the hall for 35 years, with an option to extend later.

Plans are now being devised to improve the hall. Much work is needed: fix the floor's subsidence, better heating, replace
the single external toilet with a pair of modem cubicles, better disabled access, better kitchen facilities, better décor, etc.
Villagers attending the celebratory meeting were rewarded with a glass or two of refreshment and shown a display of
some preliminary ideas about the improvements. John Whyte made a very short speech in which he explained that these
were only initial thoughts and that a meeting with AVDC planning representatives was to be sought to determine the level
of works that would be acceptable, given the age of the building and its position in a conservation area.

Astonbury Money

John Whyte explained to the meeting that as the improvement ideas were only in the discussion phase there was no actual
budget for the improvements as yet. However, his 'gut feeling' was that it might cost in excess of £100,000 to do
everything that was needed.

John also explained that most of the recent Astonbury events had made a profit, building up a cash surplus that has been
held back for village causes like this. Accordingly the Astonbury Committee would make £10,000 available to be used to
improve the internal facilities.

However, much more money will be needed to make all of the improvements and the Trustees are appealing for anybody
with ideas about fund-raising to come forward with their suggestions. You can contact John on 681685 if you have any
suggestions, or if you would like to assist with fund raising activities.

Pleased as Punch

Those who worked so tirelessly to obtain the lease are to be congratulated. The Trustees were very pleased with the
interest shown by villagers who came along to the meeting. It is clear that there is a lot of support within tl.xe village for
their past and future efforts.

No wonder Chairman Peter Shorrock was looking as pleased as punch.

Phil Spooner

February
2014
The Chronicle Page 15



Stewkley Singers

INVITE YOU TO “COME AND SING”!
Karl Jenkins: The Armed Man, A Mass for Peace

All ages and abilities welcome — come and see what it is like to
rehearse and sing with a choir.

Date: Saturday 22nd March 2014, 10.00am — 6.00pm (approx.)

Venue: St Barnabas’s Church, Waterloo Rd, Leighton Buzzard, LU7
2NR

Stewkley Singers invite you to rehearse and perform the popular modem choral favourite, Karl
Jenkins’s “The Armed Man, a mass for peace” at their exciting early Spring “Come and Sing”
workshop. The day will be led by our Musical Director, Jenny Morgan, and we aim to have lots of
fun whilst rehearsing and enjoying this fantastic composition. Singers of all ages and abilities,
whether in a choir or not, are welcome. Some experience of reading music is useful but if you are
happy to just have a go we are sure you will benefit from the experience of working together
towards the informal concert which will end the day.

Cost: £16 per person (£18 on the door) including music hire, under 19 free

Programme:

10.00am prompt Registration and coffee

10.30am -1.00pm Rehearsal

1.00pm - 2.00pm Lunch Break. Please bring a packed lunch, tea and coffee provided
2.00pm - 4.00pm Rehearsal

4.00pm - 5.00pm Tea and home made cakes — donations appreciated

5.00pm - 6.00pm Informal Concert. Friends welcome, donations to choir funds invited

Please complete the form below and send, along with cheque made payable to ‘Stewkley Singers’,
to Ron Sims, 5 St Michael’s Close, Stewkley, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 OHN by 14 March 2014,
Alternatively email the form to ronsims@live.co.uk and pay by bank transfer to Lloyds Bank;
account name: Stewkley Singers; sort code: 30-14-71; account number: 00928521; reference:
[your name(s)]. Further application forms and information are available on our website
www.stewkleysingers.org or contact Ron on 01525 240671. Note there is free parking at the
Church and, for those travelling by train, it is only a 2 minute walk from Leighton Buzzard station.

NamMe: ..o Voice, state 13 or 2% ...
Choir (I @applicabI):... ... coovt i e
AdAIess: ...
...................................................................................... PostCode...................c.......
Email: ... e, Tel: oo
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Aston Abbotts Parish Council
Summary of Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 22 January 2014

Present: - Cllr’s P Shorrock (Chair), C Higgs, Mrs J Hardcastle, B Carvey, P Bruton (Clerk), County Clir. N
GLover and four members of the public. Apologies were received from Clirs. Mrs K Curry, R Clarke
and District Clir P Cooper.

Parish Councillor vacancy — The Clerk reported he had posted the Notice of vacancy as required by AVDC Electoral
officer and as a result there was no need to hold a by — election and Council were no able to fill the vacancy by co-option.
The Clerk would arrange for the relevant Notice to be posted for interested residents to express an interest in filling the
vacancy. Mr. Phil Spooner, who was present, expressed his wish to be considered for the position.

Correspondence to note — The Clerk reported he had received notification of the electoral review of Aylesbury Vale -
draft recommendations and the public consultation could be viewed and completed at consultation.lgbce. org.uk — there
was no impact on Aston Abbotts in the recommendations.

It was noted that the Village litter blitz would be held on the 8% March 2014.

County Councillor Glover presented her report that included details of a Pop-up Job Club being held on the 5% February
at Wing Children’s Centre offering tailored support for job seekers and young people. Also GP surgeries are inviting
people aged between 40 and 74 to come in for an NHS health check. The recent spell of severe weather had impacted on
the Highways and TfB had dealt with 244 fallen trees and visited 272 flood sites, they are now focussing on fixing
potholes.

Village Plan — Clir Shorrock reported that he was having some difficulty converting the document file, however with the

help of Mr Spooner he hoped to have a final document ready for the next meeting. The Clerk would try to contact Mr
Perkins to see if any monies were due to the publisher in order to ascertain the remaining allocated funds.

Village Notice Board — Cllr. Shorrock confirmed he had repaired the Notice Board by the Bus Shelter on The Green for
use of residents and that this should now be adequate for advertising local events.

Streetlights for new footpath — The Clerk reported he was awaiting a report from our streetlight maintenance company
on the cost of installing lights on this stretch of road.

Neighbourhood Plan — It was noted that the Vale of Aylesbury Plan had been rejected by the Planning Inspector leaving
a potential black hope in planning policy. The plan would have to be started again causing a delay in any Neighbourhood
Plans as these had to be consistent with the Local Plan. Clir Carvey reported that at this stage we should continue to wait
until the VAP was adopted before considering whether we should proceed with a Neighbourhood Plan as there was
considerable cost involved.

Meeting AVDC re Norduck Farm — Cllr Hardcastle reported the meeting with planning was still outstanding and she
would contact District Councillor Cooper to try to arrange a suitable date.

14/00045/ATC — The Birches. Wingrave Road — Canopy reduction Silver Birch & pruning of branches two young
Silver Birch trees.

The application was discussed and it was RESOLVED to support the application.

Recreation Ground Safety Check: - Cllr Clark had written to report that the Safety check to the playground area had
been carried out and there was nothing to report. The recent weather had caused some damage to tree branches and he was
arranging for this work to be carried out.

Tree — Recreation Ground — Clir Clarke had confirmed the memorial tree was dead, due to beetle and bark damage. The
tree must be burned on site and any replacement would have to be planted elsewhere.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 26™ February 2014 at 7:30pm in the Church Room.

February
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CUBLINGTON TENNIS CLUB

New Monday coaching courses

COME AND JOIN OUR ADULT & MINI TENNIS COACHING LESSONS

Have fun and learn to play tennis

Make new friends and enjoy exercising
Lessons after school during term time

Open Days with free coaching every summer

LTA Licensed Level 4 coach with CRB & First Aid

All equipment provided

Two floodlit courts

To join the coaching or make an enquiry please e-mail

paulhobday@tiscali.co.uk

Paul Hobday, Cublington Tennis Club, Head Coach
Tel. 07967 514081

www.cublington.com

February
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TRUSTED TRADERS

A good idea from Mr & Mrs Whyte, received some good service, why not share it so we can get a data base of
trusted traders, let me have your suggestions and a brief explanation.

Chimney sweep. Mr Peter Hatt, Complete Chimney Services, Weston Turville tel 01296614178, Just dealt
with our chimney and quoted £45. Very clean and efficient. Also said at end, job wasn't as big as he thought so
he refunded me £5.00. Highly recommend. (so tempting to make an Eds comment!)

Car service. PD Motors, Boss Lane, Leighton Buzzard. Tel 01525854972, Serviced our cars for at least 15
years. Very honest, trustworthy and reliable. Will, if possible, pick up your car and drop it back afterwards.
Highly recommended.

ASTON ABBOTTS BOOK CLUB

We thoroughly enjoyed our Christmas Quiz wonderfully hosted by Val and Les. The questions that Les devised certainly
tested the literary knowledge that we proved we sadly lacked.

There were three teams ‘All pride & No prejudice’ - Kate, Sally C, Anita, Carolyn & Val.
‘WS’ (the shortened version of William Shakespeare) - David, Dee, Gay & Sally P,
‘The Who are We?” - Pam, Alison, Brigitte & John.

‘All Pride & No prejudice’ won with a score of 54, the next best scores were 48 & 47. The winners received the Cup, gold
medals and a chocolate rabbit each.

The mountain of delicious food and nibbles and the lake of wine were contributed by Book Club members.

Our next meeting is on January 22nd 8pm, again at Val’s house, when we will be discussing her choice ‘Engleby’ by
Sebastian Faulks.

John Hardcastle
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JTS DECORATING SERVICE

FIRST CLASS DECORATION WITH 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
ALL INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATION
COVING
WALL AND FLOOR TILING
PLASTERING
FLOOR STRIPPING AND RENOVATION
LOCAL REFERENCES AVAILABLE
CONTACT: JOHN 01525 240372
07809113090

EMAIL jts.dec24@gmail.com
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The Breeze in the Apple Trees
(With apologies to Kenneth Grahame)

‘The Mole had been working very hard all the morning, spring-cleaning his little home’ Thus Mole found
himself, once again, cleaning his house ahead of spring arriving and once again his thoughts turned to the
riverbank and his friend Ratty. Unlike the first time he’d met his friend this time he had a reason for visiting
him, he had received a letter from a cousin of his who lived some distance away.

It was with some excitement, therefore, that Mole arrived at Ratty’s home clutching the missive he’d received
and determined to find out what Ratty thought of it all. “Come in, Come in” said Ratty as he stood in his
doorway observing the excitable Mole. “What has got you in such a spin? It’s not like you to get so animated”

“Ihave a letter” said Mole, “It’s from my cousin in Buckinghamshire”. “Buckinghamshire?” said Ratty with a
querulous tone in his voice (he was a little suspicious of anybody who lived further than a boat ride away) “I
didn’t know you had cousins there”. “They’re the Aston Abbotts moles” confirmed Mole “not a bad lot
considering and they’ve lived there for as long as I can remember. Mmmm thought Ratty, he wasn’t sure he
wanted to hear about Moles cousins, especially as he was contemplating a visit to his local ‘The Common
Beech’. They’d just got some new, gravity fed Real ales in and he was very much looking forward to trying
them. He’d heard they’d got into CAMRA and the landlady was very keen for everyone to know.

“OK you’d better come in then” said a resigned Ratty. “What’s so important about this letter that it’s going to
keep me from my beer?” “Well” said Mole, has he made himself comfortable in Ratty’s favourite chair,
“apparently they’re contemplating having to move home”. “Really?” said Ratty, now a little more interested
“why would that be?” Mole continued; “My cousin says that there’s a problem with the mole hills” Ratty’s
whiskery eyebrows started to rise in indignation “problem? What could possibly be wrong with a heap or two in
afield in the country?” Mole replied “All my cousin would say is that some humans who like looking at fruit
saplings are objecting to heaps in the field containing these young trees. He knows that there are two muck
heaps but it can’t possibly be them as there has been muck heaps there for as long as the moles have been there,
possibly longer. “Are you sure” said an increasingly incredulous Ratty “ this all sounds a little farfetched to me”
“that’s what I thought” agreed Mole “but then my cousin did say that this wasn’t the first time that the humans
had tried something silly. At one point they were objecting to the wrong type of daffodils being planted so it
wasn’t too much of a stretch to believe that they objected to the mole hills”

Ratty slumped into his least favourite chair and sighed. “What is life coming to when small (or large) heaps
cannot be seen in the countryside? After all they’re both very natural and we don’t want a ‘designer countryside’
to appear like something off a Country Life magazine cover” “Believe me, my young friend”, Ratty continued
as his dander continued to rise (easy ~ Ed) “there is NOTHING--absolute nothing--half so much worth doing as
simply messing about on an allotment. Simply messing,' he went on dreamily: ‘messing--about--in—vegetable
beds; messing----'

Mole interrupted Ratty’s reverie “what do you think we should do about it?” Ratty shook himself out of his
daydream “we have to go and see Badger; he has a cousin in Buckinghamshire too. Runs some kind of
enterprise concerning tractors, pillar of the community apparently, he’ll know what to do.

To be continued...
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Aston g/oorz'ny l

ARE YOUR FLOOR COVERINGS LOOKING OLD AND TIRED?

Then revitalise your home with a new floor!

All makes of flooring supplied and fitted to the highest
of standards

Have you thought of a wood laminate or maybe an
Amtico/Karndean design floor?

All types of cushion vinyl and hard flooring
FREE ESTIMATES
For a quality finish ring ~
Lol Hinds 01296 688479
07767 786671 (mobile)
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WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey-Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 01296-681543

Your local MOT centre

By appointment 9.00am to 5.30 pm Monday to Friday
Free retests

Servicing and Repairs
i Petrol and Diesel Sales

Bottled Gas stockist

**** Free Courtesy Car ****
We are happy to give you an estimate even for the smallest jobl Most credit cards taken
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A word of thanks from the new Village Hall Trustees...

We were really pleased to see so many of you in the Hall on Sunday. Thank you for coming and letting us know what you
think.

The plan in this month’s Chronicle (drawn by John Hardcastle) is one of two on display on Sunday. As we explained,
there are two big challenges that we need to resolve before we can plan the internal details:

® Notalot of space! Build up to the garden walls of the adjoining properties?
¢ Yew tree roots and rising ground: extension floor higher than main hall. Have a step between the two? Raise the
floor in the main hall and kitchen?

Most people we spoke to wanted to raise the floor if it avoided having internal steps. This is useful to know. John has now
asked for a meeting with AVDC representatives — hopefully the Conservation Officer - so that we have a better idea of
what they will allow us to do (could be different). Then a full planning application, check back with the Church (still the
owners of the Hall), more accurate costs, deciding what we all want inside the Hall, and... raisin g money!

How much will it cost? Well, six figures. We don’t really know yet, but the more we can do ourselves the better! Can you
plaster? Paint? Fit a kitchen? Organise a fundraising event? Your time/expertise/donations will all be welcome - thanks to
those who gave us their names on Sunday. We'll be in touch. If anyone else would like to be involved now or when work
starts, just let any of us know or keep watching the Chronicle for progress. Thank you!

The Village Hall Trustees are:

John Hardcastle (chair), Peter Shorrock, Caroline Lane (names on lease), Nigel Palmer (treasurer), Liz Hall (secretary),
John Whyte. Tracy Hinds looks after the bookings and day to day running.

Caroline Lane

681373, carolinelane@btinternet.com

Plans of the proposals are on page 27
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n Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs: .:
L v’ Poultry
. v Home Cooked Hams .
a v
- iy S-ausages ] a
n Pies -.
= v’ Preserves
.. v’ Fruit & Veg ..
l. v Home Produced Beef l.
and Lamb
-' Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914 :I
“u PARROTT BROS .
.. Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road, n
. Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4LG Tel: 01296 641207 .'
[
E R B e | I n
.I 3 B B8 .. .. [ ] .- n .. N

LAWNMOWERS

GARDEN MACHINERY - QUADS
service - SALES - rRepPaIRs

USED MACHINES AVAILABLE

b. K ‘ . . j{{; s
et R o o g g.;« ﬁ y

RGC ENGINEERS, MURSLEY
Tel: (01296) 720066 or (01296) 681007
LOCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

pexl ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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ALLOTMENT DIARY

Last month I brought you the astonishing news that Brussels sprouts were apparently more popular than
Christmas pudding; this month I can report that the cauliflower has now become a trendy and popular vegetable!
Marks & Spencer report that sales of cauliflower are up by 68%, compared with this time last year; a Canadian
magazine called Macleans has called it the season’s trendiest vegetable; and a leading grower in Boston,
Lincolnshire, who supplies most of the leading supermarkets, said it had had its best Christmas ever, and
probably supplied 30% more cauliflowers than in December 2012.

However, it has to be admitted that cauliflower was staring from a low base: for some reason as inexplicable as
its current rise in popularity, production in Britain fell by about 30% between 2000 and 2010. I am totally
baffled. My liking for cauliflower, especially served with a white or cheese sauce has remained undiminished
over the years, and I had no idea that it had gone out of favour until recently. The article which enlightened me
about the above also told me that cauliflower is a jolly good thing, since it is high in fibre, a good source of
vitamin C, and may contain cancer-fighting bioflavonoids (whatever they are).

These musings betray the fact that not much is happening on the allotments at the moment — apart from a
difference of opinion about a certain muck-heap, which was mentioned in last month’s Chronicle. While clearly
allotment holders have no divine right to have a heap of manure on the orchard site, I can say that for the 10 or
more years that I have had an allotment, there has been a heap on the adjoining land, formerly rented out to
Richard Clarke, for the use of allotment holders; and very useful it has been. I think the problem this year is that
the current heap, kindly donated by Bob Prouting, did not appear until the summer, by which time it was a bit
late for it to be spread on the allotments before planting started — so that there is rather more of it left now than
would normally be the case. There is no spare room to put a manure heap on the allotment land (particularly
since it must be next to the vehicular access through the allotments, to permit it to be delivered by a vehicle),
and I hope that the Orchard Committee will decide that the muck heap can continue to exist. We are, after all,
inhabitants of a village in the country, and to deny allotment holders the use of a muck heap does seem to me to
be a bit urban.

However, this does remind me that when I was walking in China six years ago, we went past one village in the
middle of nowhere, and it was quite evident from the smell that human excrement had been used to fertilise the
fields, and there I would draw the line! You will all have read about the modernity and sophistication of Chinese
cities like Beijing and Shanghai, but the parts of the countryside I saw were incredibly primitive: I don’t
remember seeing a tractor; fields were being tilled by hand and cultivated with the aid of horses and mules; the
only wheelbarrows I saw were hand-made with a wooden box, a simple frame and a bicycle wheel; we passed
by one village which did not have a water supply, so that the local peasants were using a yoke to carry buckets
of water from the nearest supply, a mile or so away; and at another the village women were washing their
laundry in the stream that flowed through the village, and laying it out on rocks to dry.

While the weather has been very wet and stormy recently, it has been astonishingly mild. Butterflies have been
reported in Cambridgeshire; ladybirds in Devon and Co. Durham, and swallows in several places in Southern
England. Mallards with ducklings have been reported to the British Trust for Ornithology in several counties,
including Buckinghamshire. It was apparently the warmest December since 1988.

My paper today (21* January) had a photograph taken by a gardener in Kent of sprouts of rhubarb already
showing — some 6-8 weeks early. Here, my first snowdrops have started appearing. Researchers at Cambridge
University say that flowers have bloomed up to 12 days earlier on average over the last 25 years than in any
previous quarter-century period since 1760.

Finally, T have read that the BBC is going to show a programme in the spring called “Grow, Make, Eat: the
Great Allotment Challenge” to be presented by Fern Britton. Nine pairs of gardeners will cook their own
produce, and be judged by experts including James Buttress, a Royal Horticultural Society judge. Could this be
the next “Bake Off”?
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HAIR AND BEAUTY

WE ARE MOVING

WITH REGRET WE WILL BE MOVING OUT
OF OUR PREMISES IN ROWSHAM
DUE TO STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS WITH THE BUILDING

DONT WORRY YOU CAN STILL
FIND US

WE ARE GOING

MOBILE

TO ARRANGE YOUR USUAL TREATMENT
TEXT OR CALL

KIM FOR BEAUTY
07554 009027

KERRY FOR HAIR
07766 656411

FIND S ON FACEBOOK.COM/TRENDZ . ROWSHAM
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Private Hire
Friendly local family business. Est: 1986.

Male & Female Drivers
Cars & Drivers licensed by AVDC
Mercedes Executive vehicles carrying up to 8 passengers
Airports & Corporate events a speciality
All major credit & debit cards accepted
On-line / Email / Telephone booking
No job too big or small
All local drivers
Specialist London drivers upon request
Wedding & Prom service

1: 01296 688 739

E: bridgetiawingcars.co.uk
W: www.wingcars.co.uk
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A Few Brainteasers

Word play

What English word seven letters long can have a letter removed from seven letters to one, but leave a proper word each
time:

What is the word and what are the words that can be made?

What six letter word contains ten others without re arranging any letters?

Anagrams

“A nut roast” could be a high flier
“Clues he’d” could be a timetable

“Both altered” could be a promise

Uxbridge — Oxford Dictionary

The English language is ever evolving and becoming more informal, here are a few of the latest examples:
Aperitif set of dentures

Dilate live longer

Dreadlocks fear of canal holidays

Dialysis call your sister

Paradox two doctors

Incontinent not an island

Retard very hard in Yorkshire

Portable poorly built furniture

Bacchanalian  support an asylum seeker
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BUTLERS

SPECIALISTS IN AIRPORT & LONG DISTANCE JOURNEYS

\

* FIXED PRICES - WHAT WE QUOTE IS WHAT YOU PAY
* NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR WEEKENDS,
BANK HOLIDAYS OR UNSOCIAL HOURS
* ACCOUNT FACILITIES WELCOMED
* OPERATE 24/7

FOR A BOOKING OR A QUOTE
PLEASE CALL US

01296 583577

EMAIL: BUTLERSCARS@GMAIL.COM

WWW.BUTLERS-PRIVATE-HIRE-CARS-AYLESBURY.COM
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The Arty Bits... Books...Music and Theatre (no reviews this time)

ASTON ABBOTTS THEATREGOERS

I’'m pleased to advise that the Waterside Theatre has continued to offer our village
two “press tickets’ for each of the shows listed below. The tickets are free. Usually
you will be offered a free programme and a free drink at half time.

If you would like to request tickets for any of these shows then let me know by
emailing me at johnhardcastle@me.com or put a note through my door at Marloes,
Lines Hill with a contact phone number.

The draw for tickets is made two weeks prior to the date of the show when 1 will let
those who expressed interest know whether they have been successful or not.

February
2014

John Hardcastle
Date & Time
MON 17 FEB
SOME GIRL | USED TO KNOW oo
THU 20 FEB
RUMOURS OF FLEETWOOD MAC oo
WED 26 FEB
DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS o
TONIGHT'S THE NIGHT MON 3 MAR
THE TWO WORLDS OF CHARLIE | THU 13 MAR
F 7.30PM
FRI21 MAR
THE JOHNNY CASH ROADSHOW 7.30PM
SAT 22 MAR
SING-A-LONG-A GREASE Mty
MON 24 MAR
FAME 7.30PM
NINA KRISTOFEERSON'S TUE 1 APR
BILLIE HOLIDAY STORY 7.30PM
FRI 4 APR
AN EVENING OF BURLESQUE SALS,\;\PR
TUE 8 APR
DIAL M FOR MURDER 0P
TUE 22 APR
HEAR THE PEOPLE SING tfvely
MON 28 APR
BUDDY 7.30PM

The Chronicle
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RJW CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING LTD

We don’t cut corners, we clean them
SERVICES INCLUDE: -

® Carpet & upholstery
cleaning

® Fabric protectors
® Stain removal

® Leather cleaning

® Rug cleaning

® Curtain cleaning

* Dust mite removal
* Maintenance Programs

100% MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE

For a free no-obligation quote
please call us on 01296 482 536

or visit our website at
www.rjwcarpetcleaning.co.uk

NCCA Registered No: 1314
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Aston Abbotts Telephone List

100 Club David Gray 07935 414495
630 Club Andy Bystra 681690
AVDC Switchboard 585858
Baby & Toddlers Group  Kim Gayler 681123
Bingo Pam Dixon 681626
Sondra Dickason 682249
Book Club John Hardcastle 688070
Bus Enquiries Travel line 0870 6082608
Buses L&S 415468
Chronicle Advertising  Phil Corrigan 688191
Chronicle Distribution ~ Marisa Abel Smith 681411
Zandy Ayres 682419
Chronicle Editorial Phil Corrigan
Church Mowing Rota ~ Gordon Kemp 681763
Church Room Hire Tracy Hinds 688479
Citizens Advice Aylesbury 0870 1264056
Bucks County Council ~ Switchboard 395000
County Councillor Netta Glover 688357
Dial-A-Ride 330088
District Councillor Peter Cooper 681250
Doctor - emergency {out of hours) 331511
Fete Coordinator Deirdre Whyte 681685
G.N.O.ME.S. Carol Spooner 681544
Hospital Stoke Mandeville 315000
Ladies Club Shirley Ford 681865
Member of Parliament  John Bercow MP 714240
Milkman Ron Miller Dairies 482838
Mobile Library Buckingham 01280 813229
NHS Direct 24 hr Advice Line 0845 4647
Parish Clerk Paul Bruton 682322
Parish Council Leader  Peter Shorrock 681260
Police Emergencies 999 or 112
Police Non-Emergency 0845 8505505
Police Wing Police Station  396163/4
Railways Chiltern Railways 0870 5165165
Ramblers Club Colin Higgs 681343
Rector Rev Philip Derbyshire 01525 240287
Refuse Collection Enquiries 585510
Royal British Legion Alan Jones 682366
Royal Oak Teri & Gary Moult 681262
RSPCA Enquiries 08705 555999
Scouts Nikki Reeve 681372
Whist Colin Higgs 681343
Wingrave Pre School  Kelly Targell 681127
Wingrave Post Office PO Only 682964
Wingrave Post Office  Stores 681696
Wingrave School Office 681436

Please advise of any errors or omissions

The neighbourhood policing team works
on issues identified by local residents and
businesses.

To contact them call

101

This is a non-emergency number.
Alternatively, email them on:

WingNorthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.

WINGRAVE POST OFFICE
AND STORES

21 Winslow Road, Wingrave
SHOP 681696 POST OFFICE 682964

Fresh food available to order: Fruit and
Vegetables - order by Wednesday, collect
on Friday/Saturday Bread baked fresh
daily - Large White Split Tin, Small White
Farmhouse, Large and Small Wholemeal,
French Sticks and Baguettes Pastries on
Saturday and Sunday - Croissants, Pain au
Chocolat. Pain au Raisin

PLACE YOUR ORDERS NOW
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Buckland Landscapes

Nursery ‘Tree sales Planting Moving Landscape supplies

Rooted in more than 20 years of landscape design. construction and
maintenance experience, Buckland Landscapes Ltd can bring creativity and
expertise as well as long term maintenance solations to your landscapes.
In addition. we have our own 50 acre open grown tree nursery based in
Rushmead Road, Cublington, Nr Aylesbury.

Our website is comprehensive and very user friendly . Please take a look to see
the full range of services we are able to offer.

Whether you require garden design, hard or soft landscaping, or garden
maintenance, please do not hesitate to contact our office fo arrange a
consultation on: 01296 680350 or email: infodbuckland-landscapes.couk.

01296 680350

info@buckland-landscapes.co.uk
wwwhuckland-landscapes.couk
Home Farm, 61 The Green, Aston Abbotts, Aylesbuiry, Bucks HP2241Y

Flowers for all Occasions

1 am an experienced city and guild trained florist and can make

and deliver professionally designed bouciets, arrangements,
table decorations or funeral flowers

Prices range from £5 for a child’s gift posy, table decoration from
£10, hand tied bouquets from £20 and funeral flowars from £30.

1 am based in Aston Abbotts and will deliver your chosen design,
free of charge, to any address within & 5 mile radius of the
viliage. | can also defiver outside this area for a reasonable
charge.

Please telaphone Jayne for further details or emalil to receive a

selection of sample photographs,
Telephone 01206 681066 QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD
07952 255639 FOR ALL OCCASIONS
E-mail iaking1@hotmail.co.uk
iaking1@hotmail.co.uk TEL: 641179
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CHURCH ROOM Bookings

£6 per hour for residents
(Plus metered electricity)
£20 per hour for non-residents

(Plus metered electricity - a returnable deposit of
£50 at the time of booking is required)

Please note that an additional hour over and above
the period of the event must be booked to cover
setting up and clearing away.

Weddings and Christenings -
a fixed charge of £50.

Please contact Tracy Hinds on 688479 if you wish to
book

The Chronicle

Annual Advertising rates (11 issues)
Full Page Back £100
Inside £90
Half Page Inside £50
Quarter Page Inside £35
One Offs Full £20
Half £15
Quarter £10
Seasonal and short term ads are also
accepted at these rates
Send copy and cheque payable to
“The Chronicle’
to Phil Corrigan,
5, Nashs Farm, Aston Abbotts, Bucks.
01296 688191

corriganpc@aol.com

YOUR
PARISH COUNCIL

Peter Shorrock (Chairman)
Oak Farm House — 681260

Paul Bruton (Parish Clerk)
51 The Green — 682322

Colin Higgs (Vice Chairman)
6 Wingrave Road — 681343

Richard Clarke
Maplewood, The Green — 681007

Judy Hardcastle
Marloes, Lines Hill — 688070

Kate Curry
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane — 681137

Bob Carvey
12 The Green — 681053

District Councillor
Peter Cooper
Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham — 681250

County Councillor
Netta Glover - 688357

Parochial Church Council
Rev. Philip Derbyshire 01525 240287
Caroline Abel Smith 681001

~Churchwarden
April Curnow 707833
- Churchwarden
Colin Higgs 681343
Ann Goodman 681763
Anita Parker 681325
Gordon Kemp 681763
Caroline Lane Sec 681373
David Gray 07935414495
- Treasurer

Gay Walker 688632

T




Some dates for the diary

Beetle Drive March date to be advised

May 24%/25% Flower Festival St James Church, and hopefully open
gardens.

July 26%/27% Village Fete & Festival weekend

Saturday 8" March, Annual Litter Blitz, meet at Village Hall 10am sacks
and pickers provided.

If you would like to sponsor an element of the flower festival please
contact Colin.

FRIENDS OF WHITCHURCH SURGERY
AGM

To be held on Saturday, 8th February 2014 at 10 am
in Whitchurch Surgery, Oving Road

We hope you will come along to learn what new
equipment

has been and will be bought for the Surgery by the Friends

Baby sitters/dog sitters available

Reliable 14 year olds available to look after either children,
babies or dogs!

Contact Ellie and Tom Farrands - 681182

630 Club

Meets every Saturday in the
Royal Oak at 6.30 pm. New
members very welcome.
Contact Andy Bystra if you
need an introduction.

GNOMES

(Girls Night Out Men
Excluded Sorry) meet, usually
in the Royal Oak, every
Tuesday 8 pm onwards - all
Ladies very welcome -
GNOMES specialise in
intelligent conversation over a
glass of something.

February
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A few brainteasers answers

What seven letter word when having a letter removed can make seven other words?

Snowing, sowing, swing, sing, sin, in, T

What six letter word contains ten others without rearranging any letters
Spared

Spa, spar, spare, pa, par, pare, pared, are, rep, re

Dear friends,

Happy new year to you all---when do we stop saying that?

We've just celebrated the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem in a downtrodden province of the eastern Roman Empire
2000 years' ago.

Along with Britain, colonised by the Romans 50 years after Jesus' birth, Israel-Palestine was the most
troublesome area for the Romans to deal with. Rebellions happened on a regular basis. Both provinces has 3
Legions of troops permanently settled in them, the rest of the Empire had 20 in total!

Jesus' family had to immediately pack up and flee to Egypt to get away from a very angry King Herod, an
experience similar to many millions in North Africa and the Near and Middle East now.

There are so many examples of mankind's cruelty to others and it calls for more than a leap of faith to adopt a
naive belief in the infallible goodness and reliability of many of our fellow men and women.

Fortunately there are wonderful people around who put love of family, friends and country above their own
selfish needs. Many of these base their behaviour on Jesus' understanding of loving God and neighbour as
ourselves .If we could only get hold of that as a working philosophy and enshrine that dynamic relationship into
our daily living maybe, just maybe, we would begin to see the end of such horrors as the Syrian war and
exploitation of child workers in India and Indonesia.

God Bless You, Philip.
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Parrott Coales..;

SOLICITORS

A traditional law firm with
modern values

Superior service and excellent legal support
Aylesbury’s premier law firm, providing services in:

* Business Services e Commercial » Property
¢ Employment * Private Client » Family
* Notarial Services » Personal Injury

For a free, no obligation discussion and quote, or for all legal queries:
Please call us on 01296 318500 or e-mail us at law@ParrottandCoalesLLPco.uk

rrott & Coales LLP Solicitors =~ 0 Tel: 01296 318500

14 Bourbon Street Aylesbury, HP20 2RS - www.ParrottandCoalesLLPco.uk
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CXC

ANNETTE GESOFF
Fully Qualified

Massage Therapist
ITEC, S.P.Cert A., MFHT
Member of the Federation of Holistic Therapists
Specialising in Swedish, Remedial and
Acupressure Massage

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

To make an appointment,
or for further information,
please phone:

01525 240135 or
07709 629283

Based in Stewkley
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FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS

AVIONICS SPECIALISTS  We also repair TV, DVD and

electrical appliances

Prop. David Lewis 1206 682126

( ES'ubliShed 60 ye“ I's) www.flackwellelectronics.co.uk

ASTON ABBOTTS

WATCHOWER

Vegetable Abuse Enquiry Call More Sex (togenerians)
Calls have been made for a full public enquiry into suspected  Hot on the heels of last months sneaky
vegetable abuse in Aston Abbotts following last months revelation that Dave Lewis has turned 60
revelation that a village elder has taken to secreting comes news of another sextogenerian in
vegetables in his bedroom (The Chronicle, January 2014). Aston Abbotts. Unfortunately, the Chronicle

In the meantime, should you see a parish councillor wearing  editor - Phil 60rrigan - has explicitly
red trousers and cavorting with a courgette, please inform the forbidden me from revealing the identity of

police immediately. the poor unfortunate soul.

Much A-Poo About Nothing - Lost and Found

The controversy surrounding the manure heap that the Found in the recreation ground after the
allotmenteers left in The Orchard has now reached the local Christmas festivities:

newspaper. However we must challenge Mr Simon Guy’s

L 18
assertion in the January 22nd Bucks Herald where he states, ¢ beer cans

“It’s not an EU regulation”. * A bobble hat
Villagers who have observed the EU over many years may ¢ A pair of knickers
well have reached the conclusion that the European Union The first item has been recycled, the other

and horse manure do indeed go hand in hand. Therefore, it is  two may be reclaimed from Richard Clarke.
safe to assume that there £S an EU directive covering dung.

Consequently, we are concerned that the pile may not be Beavutiful Gift
legal. Having carefully studied Mr Guy’s pile of poo at close  Celebrate Aston
quarters we see no evidence of the mandatory CE mark that Abbotts’ famous pile of
indicates compliance with the relevant EU directives poo with an exquisite

regarding the consistency and size of the droppings. - commemorative set of
In short, villagers need to be assured that Mr Guy’s pooisup  six table mats with six
to standard. . matching drinks coasters,

each featuring a full colour picture of the
steaming manure heap in the Orchard.

No need to pay, or even to place an order!
Just wait, and the allotmenteers will come
round and leave them in your front garden
when you’re not looking.

FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS — PURVEYORS OF PLASMA SCREENS TO THE GENTRY
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